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St. Euphemia the Great Martyr
Tone 5 Tropar (Resurrection)
Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and the Spirit, born for our salvation from the
Virgin; for He willed to be lifted up on the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead by His glorious
Resurrection.
Tone 4 Tropar (Translation of the Relics of St. Nicholas)
The day of the joyous celebration has come; the city of Bari rejoices and with it the whole universe leaps from joy, singing the
spiritual songs and psalms. For today, the holy feast, on the occasion of the transfer of the honorable and exceedingly healing
relics of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, has shone forth with the radiant rays, like the sun that does not set, driving away the
darkness of temptations and calamities from those who faithfully exclaim to thee: “Save us, as our protector, O great
Nicholas!”
Tone 3 Tropar (St. Euphemia)
You brought joy to the Orthodox and shame to the defenders of heresy, for you confirmed what the Fathers of the Fourth
Council had correctly taught. Glorious martyr Euphemia, fair virgin of Christ, entreat Christ God to grant us His great mercy.
Tone 5 Kondak (Resurrection)
You descended into hell, O my Savior, shattering its gates as Almighty, resurrecting the dead as Creator, and destroying the
sting of death. You have delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of man, and we cry to You: “O Lord, save us!”
Tone 3 Kondak (Translation of the Relics of St. Nicholas)
Your relics, O Saint Nicholas, came out as a star from the east to the west. The sea was sanctified by your journey, and the city
of Bari, through you, has received the grace. For working for us, you have appeared as an excellent, wonderful and merciful
Wonderworker.
Tone 2 Kondak (St. Euphemia)
For the sake of Christ your Bridegroom you underwent struggles in both martyrdom and faith. Now intercede with the Mother
of God that heresies and the insolent enemies of the Orthodox be placed underfoot. You received and guarded that which was
defined by the six hundred and thirty God-bearing Fathers, all-praised Euphemia.
Tone 6 Theotokion
Steadfast protectress of Christians, constant advocat before the Creator, do not despise the cry of us sinners, but in thy
goodness come speedily to help us who call upon you in faith, hasten to hear our petition and to intercede for us, O Theotokos;
for you always protect those who honor you!
Alleluia Verses
v. I will sing of Your mercies, O Lord, forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Your truth from generation to generation. (Ps.
88:1-2)
v. For You have said: Mercy will be established forever; Your truth will be prepared in the heavens. (Ps. 88:3)
Epistle - Romans 12:6-14, Gospel - Matthew 9:1-8

Announcements
• Please see updates to service schedule for August.
• Pasta Dinner - Next Sunday! - On July 31, 2022, there will be a pasta dinner (take-out). The dinner
includes: pasta with meatballs and spaghetti sauce, garden salad, bread, and dessert. Cost is $15. Preorders only, call Toots 412-372-8064. *Please note corrected phone number*
• Save the Date: Church School Summer Camp: August 20th, 3PM-6PM - Please join us for the St.
Nicholas Church School Camp this August! More details to follow! If you are interested in volunteering
for the Church Camp please contact Amy Yurko, ashimonovich@gmail.com. Please let us know if you
would like to help out or if you have an idea and would like to run a station. We always appreciate fresh
ideas! Sign up here: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfqBSeV9ssOrjfyPB-_KLGpIp80EI5_
FuDgaHG_JTAqDJaZA/viewform
Saint of the Day - St. Euphemia the Great Martyr
The Miracle of Saint Euphemia the All-Praised: The holy Great Martyr Euphemia (September 16) suffered
martyrdom in the city of Chalcedon in the year 304, during the time of the persecution against Christians by the
emperor Diocletian (284-305). One and a half centuries later, at a time when the Christian Church had become
victorious within the Roman Empire, God deigned that Euphemia the All-Praised should again be a witness and
confessor of the purity of the Orthodox teaching.
In the year 451 in the city of Chalcedon, in the very church where the glorified relics of the holy Great Martyr
Euphemia rested, the sessions of the Fourth Ecumenical Council (July 16) took place. The Council was convened
for determining the precise dogmatic formulae of the Orthodox Church concerning the nature of the God-Man
Jesus Christ. This was necessary because of the widespread heresy of the Monophysites [“mono-physis” meaning
“one nature”], who opposed the Orthodox teaching of the two natures in Jesus Christ, the Divine and the
Human natures (in one Divine Person). The Monophysites falsely affirmed that in Christ was only one nature,
the Divine [i.e. that Jesus is God but not man, by nature], causing discord and unrest within the Church. At the
Council were present 630 representatives from all the local Christian Churches. On the Orthodox side Anatolius,
Patriarch of Constantinople (July 3), Juvenal, Patriarch of Jerusalem (July 2), and representatives of Saint Leo,
Pope of Rome (February 18) participated in the conciliar deliberations. The Monophysites were present in large
numbers, headed by Dioscorus, the Patriarch of Alexandria, and the Constantinople archimandrite Eutychius.
After prolonged discussions the two sides could not come to a decisive agreement.
The holy Patriarch Anatolius of Constantinople proposed that the Council submit the decision of the Church
dispute to the Holy Spirit, through His undoubted bearer Saint Euphemia the All-Praised, whose
wonderworking relics had been discovered during the Council’s discussions. The Orthodox hierarchs and their
opponents wrote down their confessions of faith on separate scrolls and sealed them with their seals. They
opened the tomb of the holy Great Martyr Euphemia and placed both scrolls upon her bosom. Then, in the
presence of the emperor Marcian (450-457), the participants of the Council sealed the tomb, putting on it the
imperial seal and setting a guard to watch over it for three days. During these days both sides imposed upon
themselves strict fast and made intense prayer. After three days the patriarch and the emperor in the presence of
the Council opened the tomb with its relics: the scroll with the Orthodox confession was held by Saint Euphemia
in her right hand, and the scroll of the heretics lay at her feet. Saint Euphemia, as though alive, raised her hand
and gave the scroll to the patriarch. After this miracle many of the hesitant accepted the Orthodox confession,
while those remaining obstinant in the heresy were consigned to the Council’s condemnation and
excommunication.
Excerpt from: https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2022/07/11/102002-greatmartyr-euphemia-the-all-praised

